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R E S T O R A T I O N

Since West Wisconsin Land Trust acquired Maiden Rock 
Bluff in 2004, prairie restoration has been ongoing. That year, 
WWLT drilled native tallgrass prairie seed into approxi-
mately 70 acres of former cropland on the upland portion 
of the bluff. In April of 2008, four years after the planting, 
WWLT staff members Rick Remington and Bill Hogseth 
assisted Wisconsin DNR wildlife crews in burning the area. 
Tallgrass prairie is a fire-dependent ecosystem, in which 
grasses and forbs require regular intervals of fire to maintain 
their growth and reproduction. If you visit Maiden Rock 
Bluff this summer, take a look at the rejuvenating effects that 
fire has on prairie ecosystems. 

Above: Burning of prairie 
Right: Prairie plants re-sprouting 
at Maiden Rock Bluff two weeks 

after the prescribed burn 

Prairie Restoration at Maiden Rock Bluff
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On a crisp fall evening last October,  
75 guests joined the board and staff 
of West Wisconsin Land Trust to 
dedicate the newly-restored Pine Creek 
Conservation Area in Pierce County. Pine 
Creek is a small tributary to Lake Pepin, 
a widening of the Mississippi River. 
Guests, including WWLT members, 
Wisconsin DNR, appraisers, and mem-
bers from three Trout Unlimited chapters, 
all enjoyed strolling along the lower half 
of Pine Creek, admiring the positive 
changes in this much-loved watershed. 

Pine Creek is among TU’s many 
Embrace-A-Stream projects. West 
Wisconsin Land Trust partnered with the 
WDNR and three TU chapters (Kiap-
Tu-Wish, Twin Cities, and Clear Waters) 
in a two-phase effort to stabilize the 
severely eroding stream banks, provide 
in-stream cover, and provide increased 
spawning habitat to the native Eastern 
Brook Trout that populate Pine Creek. 
Phase One was completed in 2007. Phase 

Two is underway at the headwaters area 
and will proceed downstream to the 
Phase One section. 

As twilight cast the day’s last glimmers 
of light across the stream, the children 
and extended family of Leonard and 
Nanna Bjurquist, who cared for the land, 
gathered around the memorial rock and 
helped celebrate all the volunteer con-
servation partners who restored and con-
served this special coldwater stream.

          
           

             
          

          
            
           

           
         

        
        

           
         

        
           

            
           

         
          

       
        

          
           

         
      

         
        

          
            
         

           
           

          
       
           
           
         

         
         

       
          

          
        

       
        

     

Celebrating the Pine Creek 
Restoration Effort

Planting Trees for Emerson
On May 3rd, West Wisconsin Land 

Trust staff and volunteers planted 
1,600 red oak and sugar maple seed-
lings on two acres of the Bass Lake 
property near Trade Lake. The prop-
erty, which totals nearly 30 acres, was 
donated to the Land Trust in 2005 
so that it could remain in its natural 
state. Only restoration activities are 
allowed on the site, such as the recent 
tree planting to reforest a plowed field. 
Although Ralph Waldo Emerson 
once owned the property, he appar-
ently never stepped foot on it, but 
he certainly would have approved of 
the Land Trust’s restoration effort. 
Although the work was hard and the 
day was chilly, all of the volunteers left 
with a sense of satisfaction that some-
day they might rest under the shade of 
a seedling they planted. 

Special thanks to the Ludwig family, 
Jim Sokup, and the Gauger children 
who helped plant trees.

“The creation of a thousand forests is in one acorn.” Ralph Waldo Emerson

       

   

            
               

Restored 
Phase One 

section of 
Pine Creek

WWLT volunteers planting trees at Bass Lake
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Annual Meeting
On April 10th, West Wisconsin Land Trust held its annual member meet-

ing at the newly renovated Mabel Tainter Center for the Arts in Menomonie. 
Unusual weather conditions cut the expected attendance in half, but the small 
crowd who braved the sleet and snow enjoyed a wonderful Mediterranean  
spread provided by the Menomonie Market Food Co-op. 

Guest speaker and author Michael Perry punctuated the evening with many 
humorous moments in the poignant and provocative stories he shared. 

WWLT Executive Director Rick Gauger presented the Volunteers of the  
Year Award to Gib and Judy Krohn for their care and stream monitoring on 
Pine Creek. 

The 2007 Annual Report made its debut at the meeting, along with a slide-
show that demonstrated the Land Trust’s effectiveness through many conserva-
tion projects and partners. 

Top: Rick Gauger visiting with "Volunteers of the Year" Gib and Judy Krohn
Bottom: WWLT members reviewing annual report

    
    

     
     

      
      

      
     

      
      
     

     
    

      
      

      
     

      
      

     
      

    
        

      
       

       
      

     
     

       
     

      

    
      

       
      
     
     

       
    

      
     

      
       

     
       

       
      

      
   
    

    
        

     
      

      
    

       
 
     

      
     

      
      

     
       

       
    

    
  

     
      
      
       

  
       

      
     

       
       

       
        

      
      

      
 

     
     

      
     

     
      

   
     

      
  

       

Upcoming
Events
Fire!
July 24, 2008
Humans and fire go way back. Learn 
basic primitive fire-building techniques, 
and get a historical perspective on fire 
in this region, the good and the ugly.

Bugs and Frogs
August 2, 2008
Whitefish Lake, Gordon, WI
Reptiles, amphibians, and aquatic 
insects are the basis of the food chain 
on a lake. We'll see what we can catch 
and identify, and learn about the 
importance of wetlands. 

BioBlitz
August 9, 2008
Wert Family Nature Preserve,  
St. Croix Falls, WI
Join West Wisconsin Land Trust staff, 
board, and member families as we 
celebrate the diversity of life found in 
nature and WWLT's 20th anniversary!

Finding Your Way
August 17, 2008
Whether or not you know how to fold 
a map, it is a glorious tool. Imagine 
what can happen when a compass joins 
the mix! Come find out.

Plant Migration
September 7, 2008
Do plants roam the earth? They have 
roots, but do they always stay put? This 
and more will be explored on a wan-
dering of our own.

Nature Arts and Crafts
September 28, 2008
Nature is art in itself, but we will create 
some of our own natural wonders. 

For locations and more information, 
please go to our website: www.wwlt.org.
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When you were a kid, where did you explore? Many of 
us were fortunate to have nearby woods and fields where we 
could dig in the dirt, collect rocks, and marvel at the critters 
we saw. For years, the Town of Union’s Sherman Creek Park 
on the western edge of Eau Claire has been one of those 
havens. And now, thanks to the foresight of the town resi-
dents, the 30-acre park is going to remain a public natural 
area where kids can discover nature forever.

In 2007, the Town of Union permanently conserved 
the park as a natural area through an agreement with the 
West Wisconsin Land Trust. “The park adjoins the City of 
Eau Claire,” said Town Chairman Jim Volbrecht, “but this 
will prevent it from ever being developed no matter what 
changes take place in town administration or further city 
annexation.” Although the park is still within the town’s 
jurisdiction, it is now nearly surrounded by City of Eau 
Claire property, which includes acres of newly built homes. 
Only a corner of the park connects to other Town of Union 
property: Judy Bechard’s family farm, which was placed 
under a conservation easement with the West Wisconsin 
Land Trust in 2006. 

Judy attended Sherman Elementary School, which is just 
up the hill from the park. Back then, Sherman Elementary 
was a two-room county school, and she remembers school 
excursions to the park to plant willow trees and explore. 
Judy isn’t sure if the willow tree she planted is still there, but 
the park remains the place where Sherman schoolchildren 
connect with nature.

“We certainly make use of the trails in the park,” said 
Phyllis Klawiter, a second-grade teacher at Sherman school. 
“We try to go out each season. In fall, we gather materials 

Forever to Explore
By Jane Tappen

“Children love  
running through  

the woods.”

           
           

           
            

        
          

           
      

          
      

           
          

  
          
          

          
          

       
       
         

         
           
           

         
           
       

          
            

           
            
     

      
     
    

      
   
   

      
      
    
     
     

     
      

 



S U M M E R  2 0 0 8  O P E N  S P A C E S		   9	     

           
           

            
           
            

          
           

      
        

           
          

         
          

         
         
          

         
            

        
        
    

        
          
         

          
             

        
  
           
        

            

  
  

   
   
 

and make slides of what we found so we can investigate 
nature with microscopes. In winter, we look for tracks in the 
snow and try to find out which animals made the tracks. 
In spring, we look for signs of spring: buds, insects that are 
out. It is a wonderful asset for Sherman school.”

The kindergarten classes love to picnic and take hikes to 
the park to “just get out in nature,” said teachers Heather 
Market-Sullivan and Dawn Marcott. Deanna Slaggie’s 
third-grade class uses the park in the fall for scavenger 
hunts. Kim Winkelmann, the school’s partnership coor-
dinator, uses the trails in the woods in early autumn and 
spring for the jog club. “Children love running through the 
woods,” she said.

Laura Ecker, a physical therapist at the school, lives on 
Sherman Creek, a bit downstream from the park and the 
school. She and her husband, Archie, are members of the 
West Wisconsin Land Trust. “The park is a vital barrier 
between the creek and the encroaching neighborhood,” 
Laura explained, “for both habitat and watershed protec-
tion.” Archie agreed. “Sherman Creek is a delicate stream,” 
he said. “Its eroded banks have suffered from development 
of the west side of Eau Claire for many years. By prevent-
ing any development of the park, I am hoping that the 
creek might be healthier.” He also hopes the conservation 
of the park will spur other efforts to control discharge to 
the creek, which flows into the Chippewa River.

Judy Bechard is delighted her favorite park is here to 
stay. “It gives me great comfort to know that the park will 
always be there,” she said, “to protect the creek and to pro-
vide a place where kids can get outside to play and explore,” 
and perhaps plant a willow tree.

“We try to go out each 
season. In fall, we gather 
materials and make slides 
of what we found so we 
can investigate nature 
with microscopes. In win-
ter, we look for tracks in 
the snow and try to find 
out which animals made 
the tracks. In spring, we 
look for signs of spring: 
buds, insects that are out. 
It is a wonderful asset for 
Sherman school.”
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Three separate northern Wisconsin 
landowners have preserved eleven 
“wild lakes” in the Spooner-Birchwood 
region. Increasingly rare, wild lakes 
are defined as those undeveloped or 
sparsely developed lakes with little or 
no human influence. Each property is 
separated by distance and watershed, 
and the lakes themselves differ in 
size, depth, flora, and fauna. The com-
mon denominator is each landowner’s 
respective passion for the conservation 
of their lakes and shorelands.

Chuck and Judy Aldrian began their 
land protection journey in 2004, with 
a conservation agreement on 80 acres. 
Years 2006 and 2007 brought perma-
nent protection to an additional 60 
and 170 acres, respectively. The entire 
310-acre property contains seven lakes, 
numerous bogs and wetlands, and a 
forest left vastly untouched. 

“Even as a young girl, I had an 
appreciation of the natural world,” said 
Judy Aldrian. “When I think back to 
my visits there, an image comes to 
mind of large decadent yellow birch 
trees growing from century-old white 
pine stumps. How wonderful that 
WWLT has provided a vehicle to help 
protect what nature has graciously 
given us.” Britta Kelly, West Wisconsin 

Land Trust conservation coordinator, 
flew over the property with Chuck 
Aldrian and stated, “I was amazed at 
the mature tree canopy compared to 
the surrounding landscape.” Thanks to 
the Aldrians, the trees will remain.

Just up the watershed, Bob and Judy 
Gillette conserved the last outstand-
ing private parcel on Loyhead Lake, 
within the Washburn County Forest. 
The 120-acre property is located on 
the western side of the Loyhead Lake 
Primitive Canoe Route, which includes 
six lakes in addition to Loyhead. With 
over a quarter mile of frontage on 
Loyhead Lake and a second smaller 
wild lake, the Gillette property is 
teeming with wildlife. 

West Wisconsin Land Trust 
AmeriCorps member Jennifer Dippel 
observed an active black bear den on a 
recent spring property visit. Lake prop-
erties such as these disappear every 
year, as they succumb to shoreland 
development that is often incompat-
ible with the wild character of the sur-
rounding landscape.

Harvey and Jeanne Radke share 
the same enthusiasm for their lake 
property in the Namekagon watershed 
north of Spooner. A staged approach 
to permanent protection in 2005 and 

2007 brought about the permanent 
protection of 145 acres and two wild 
lakes. “The richness of the forest is 
striking,” proclaimed Bill Hogseth, 
West Wisconsin Land Trust steward-
ship manager. 

The conservation agreements on  
the Radke property ensure the land 
and lakes will always remain wild, 
and the lakeshore will be unaltered by 
human hands. 

“From as far back as I can remem-
ber, my parents immersed me into 
whatever nature was within walking 
distance of West Bend. They taught  
me the love of all things wild,” remi-
nisced Harvey Radke. “We take up  
a small corner of the land with a fam-
ily cabin, and have entrusted the 
permanent guardianship of the rest  
of the property to West Wisconsin 
Land Trust.”

West Wisconsin Land Trust has 
made the protection of the remain-
ing wild lakes in northwest Wisconsin 
among its top priorities. West 
Wisconsin Land Trust works actively 
with partners such as public agencies, 
conservation organizations, lake asso-
ciations, and individual landowners like 
the Radkes, Gillettes, and Aldrians to 
accomplish this goal.

Protecting Northern Wild Lakes By Rick Remington 

GILLETTE

RADKE
ALDRIAN
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Is there any element that joins us together more than 
water? We receive solace from the babble of a creek, the 
laugh of a Kingfisher, and the dip of the paddle. So, how do 
we respond when we have the chance to protect what sus-
tains us? We can take our cue from three neighboring fami-
lies who live north of Fall Creek on the Eau Claire River. 
Bill and Pat Henke, Dan and Karen Mittag, and Mark and 
Karen Wise have joined hands to protect the river they love. 

“When you complete one land protection project on a 
water body, you are tickled,” explained Rick Remington, 
land program director for West Wisconsin Land Trust. 
“When you start linking a few of them together on the 
same stretch of water, the effectiveness grows in magnitude.” 

The Henkes completed their first project on Beaver 
Creek, a tributary to the Eau Claire River, in 2003. “Both 
Bill and I really believe we should pass on the land better 
than when we first found it,” said Pat Henke. The Henkes 
initiated conservation projects on their land over the past 
three decades to restore the agricultural fields back to their 
original river terrace habitat. This includes wetland restora-
tions, sand prairie re-creations, tree planting, and invasive 
species removal. The Henke farm spans both sides of Beaver 
Creek for a total of 1.5 miles. Ultimately, the creek meets 

the Eau Claire River at Beaver Creek Reserve, another part-
ner in the protection of the river.

Just upstream from the Henkes, Dan and Karen Mittag 
have protected nearly 100 acres of pines, hardwood for-
est, and river terrace prairie grass, which are adjacent to 
large tracts of the county forest. “It made sense to add to 
what was already a large habitat,” elaborated Karen Mittag. 
“Whether it be for our grandchildren or the critters that use 
the river, our piece of protected property adds to the larger 
picture.” Those critters include over 130 species of birds that 
have been seen on the property during migration.

A hallmark feature of the site is the many springs and 
seeps that discharge from the river terrace and feed the Eau 
Claire River with cold ground water. “By protecting the 
springs, the Mittags are protecting the fish habitat, water 
quality, and clarity of the river,” indicated Britta Kelly, con-
servation coordinator for West Wisconsin Land Trust. 

Less than a mile upstream from the Mittags, Mark and 
Karen Wise protected their 60 acres in 2007. The Wises 
are long-time advocates for conserving and protecting the 
Chippewa Valley’s natural environment, and living sustainably. 

They are active in silent sports and environmental educa-
tion initiatives in the region. 

    
 

   
      

     
      

        
     

       
       

        
     

        
       

    
     
       

      
     

       
        
      

        
    

      
      
   

            

Clear Vision for a Watershed By Jane Anklam

continued on page 13

“Almost every day I walk a trail by the river, and every 
 day I admire it as if it’s the first time I’ve ever seen it.” 
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The trees are green, the ticks are out, and the chicks are 
leaving their nests (while others are returning for the sum-
mer). With its longer days, summer gives us a great chance 
to gather as families and enjoy nature. However, research 
now shows that one of the barriers to families playing 
together in nature is that adults are forgetting how–or don’t 
feel qualified–to do it themselves. It doesn’t take a class or a 
professional to show families how to enjoy nature. Rather, it 
just takes a bit of creativity and curiosity.

A great way to think about where you live is to develop a 
nature-based scavenger hunt as a family. While at the din-
ing table, create a list of items that can be found in your 
backyard, at the local park, or wherever your family spends 
time. Colors, textures, things made by animals, or even a 
few random items from each family member are all ways to 
begin making a list. This activity brings the family together, 
gets them thinking about where they live, and then draws 
them outside to connect to the land. 

Another method for getting to know your land is using a 
micro-hike. Grab a bicycle inner tube, an old piece of rope, 
or a hula-hoop and head outside. Toss it on the ground and 
then look closely. Get down and study everything within 

that circle. How many colors are there? What is the smallest 
critter you see? Are the ants moving to a different drum-
mer? This is a great way to slow down life’s fast pace and 
observe things at an intimate level.

If you are looking for something more than just recre-
ation, there are options in the form of citizen science. Bring 
a notebook on your hikes and write down your wildlife 
observations. These notes can be added to the Wisconsin 
NatureMapping database (see www.wisnatmap.org). If there 
is a stream nearby, become stream monitors through Water 
Action Volunteers (http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/). 
Besides being knee-deep in the water, your family can dis-
cover the incredible world of macroinvertebrates, learn how 
streams work, and develop a sense of ownership and stew-
ardship for a valuable resource. 

These examples all have three things in common: 1) chil-
dren spending time with adults, 2) activities taking place in 
nature, and 3) fun! These ingredients are the keys to devel-
oping a sense of stewardship in younger generations, and 
they are intrinsic to a family’s summer fun. With a bit of 
time spent outside in the warmth of summer, you will create 
memories that will warm your heart for a lifetime.

Making  
Warm 
Memories
By Bill Dingwall

Stewards of the Bogs By Jane Anklam
Paul Scott and Mary Brill thrive 

on their 126 acres in central Douglas 
County on Little Amnicon River, 
a tributary to Lake Superior. They 
grow their own fruits and vegetables 
organically, generate their own solar 
and wind power, and heat their home 
with downed wood from their land. In 
December 2007, Scott and Brill sealed 
their commitment to sustainability by 
placing their property, which includes 
a wild bog lake, into a land protection 
agreement with the West Wisconsin 
Land Trust. 

Joining them were their neigh-
bors upstream, Bruce Jessen and Gail 
Baldwin, who also put their 80-acre 
parcel in a land protection agreement. 
Their property is home to One Buck 
Lake, another wild bog lake. These 
types of lakes are becoming increasing-
ly rare. That’s one of the reasons this 
property is listed as a Douglas County 
Critical Natural Area. Their land is also 
home to three types of butterflies that 
are part of the Wisconsin’s Species of 
Special Concern. 

“A significant characteristic of these 
two projects is that they are both at 
the headwaters of a tributary to Lake 
Superior,” said Richard Gauger, execu-
tive director of West Wisconsin Land 
Trust. “The Land Trust already holds 
an 800-acre conservation agreement on 

the Amnicon, in the Town of Lakeside. 
We want to continue to support land-
owners and municipalities that desire 
to conserve both the land and the 
water in the Lake Superior watershed.” 

The conviction of both couples to 
conserve extends beyond the boundar-
ies of their land. For example, Scott 
and Brill are involved in the Town 
of Oakland’s land use planning and 
encourage their neighbors to get 
involved as well. “Much change is tak-
ing place out in the countryside,” Scott 
indicated. “We have the opportunity 
in Wisconsin to address what the local 
community needs and work to achieve 
it through a planning process. Change 
can occur in a hopscotch pattern 
across the countryside, or be directed 
thoughtfully.” 

Both couples are also committed 
to restoring their land. For example, 
Scott and Brill implement a for-
estry plan through Living Forest 
Cooperative, a local consulting and 
sustainable forestry marketing organi-
zation, by planting cedar, white pine, 
tamarack, and mixed hardwoods to 
restore the native canopy to its origi-
nal diversity.

Scott, Brill, Jessen, and Baldwin 
have given a rare gift to those who 
will come after them, a gift as rich as 
the life of the bogs.

“We have the opportunity 
in Wisconsin to address 
what the local community 
needs…Change can occur  
in a hopscotch pattern 
across the countryside, or  
be directed thoughtfully.”

The Wises built their home using 
trees from their land. They use solar 
power for heating, and grow most 
of their food. Their property is laced 
with hiking, running, and skiing trails. 
Remnant prairie openings in the for-
est host wild blue lupine, blazing 
star, bird’s-foot violets, and Baptisia. 
“Almost every day I walk a trail by the 
river,” stated Karen Wise, “and every 
day I admire it as if it’s the first time 
I’ve ever seen it.”

The interest in land protection con-
tinues to grow along the Eau Claire 

River. “This is the same river basin 
that is included in a unique USDA 
Conservation Reserve Program aimed 
at Karner Blue butterfly habitat devel-
opment,” noted Rick Remington. “It’s 
also experiencing development pres-
sures from both Chippewa Falls and 
Eau Claire. Now is a good time to 
consider the balance in what lies ahead, 
both for the land and the river.”

Thanks to the Henkes, Mittags, and 
Wises, we have neighboring stewards 
who are leading the way.

Clear Vision for a Watershed from page 11

Paul Scott 
and 
Mary Brill

Henke property is 
three miles to the northeast.
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Since West Wisconsin Land Trust acquired Maiden Rock 
Bluff in 2004, prairie restoration has been ongoing. That year, 
WWLT drilled native tallgrass prairie seed into approxi-
mately 70 acres of former cropland on the upland portion 
of the bluff. In April of 2008, four years after the planting, 
WWLT staff members Rick Remington and Bill Hogseth 
assisted Wisconsin DNR wildlife crews in burning the area. 
Tallgrass prairie is a fire-dependent ecosystem, in which 
grasses and forbs require regular intervals of fire to maintain 
their growth and reproduction. If you visit Maiden Rock 
Bluff this summer, take a look at the rejuvenating effects that 
fire has on prairie ecosystems. 

Above: Burning of prairie 
Right: Prairie plants re-sprouting 
at Maiden Rock Bluff two weeks 

after the prescribed burn 

Prairie Restoration at Maiden Rock Bluff

“With a shoreline running here and there, numerous 
islands, and more bays than you can count, Little Siss lives 
up to its given name,” commented Kathleen Olson, former 
resident, and one of the founders of the Little Sissabagama 
Shoreowners Association. 

Remains of the stumps from the giant pines can still be 
found on Big Island (Stout Island). Only a few places in the 
world were home to these large stands of old-growth pine, 
and the area around Little Siss stood at the heart of one 
of the world’s greatest forests. But over a 30-year span in 
the mid-1800s, loggers cut these pines until it was said “no 
trees stood between Little Sissabagama and Stone Lake or 
Birchwood.” 

Today, Big Island looks like a postcard from pre-settle-
ment northern Wisconsin, with its 4,400 feet of wild  
shoreline and stands of old-growth hardwoods, uncut since 
the late 1800s. The island was gifted to the LSSOA in the 
early 1990s by Frank Stout III, grandson of the founder 
of the Stout Lumber Company of Dubuque, Iowa, and 
Chicago, Illinois.

“Mr. Stout donated the 31-acre island to LSSOA for 
safekeeping, and for the residents to look after,” said Jim 
Kissinger, an LSSOA member. The members take that stew-
ardship very seriously. After more than ten years of study-
ing and debating the pros and cons of various protection 
strategies, they recently voted to take the next step in the 
protection of their beloved island by placing it under a con-
servation easement with the West Wisconsin Land Trust.  
As a result, the island, which is now called the Frank Stout 
Wilderness Preserve, is permanently protected from residen-
tial development and misuse.

“The island is a keystone in our mission of protecting 
and promoting the lake’s environment, tranquility, history, 

recreational attributes, botanical and biological habitats,” 
explained Chuck Abrams, member of LSSOA. “The island is 
home to an assortment of northwoods fauna and flora. It is a 
rare jewel, and anyone who visits the lake will attest to it.”

That rare jewel includes an area considered one of the 
finest remaining examples of an old-growth hardwood for-
est in the state, as determined by the Bureau of Endangered 
Resources of the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources. 

In describing the island, Thomas Meyer, a WDNR natu-
ral resource specialist, stated that the island’s “rich older 
growth mesic hardwood forest is dominated by sugar maple 
in the central core of the island, and the presence of large 
wood debris and standing snags add to the site’s value.” 
Other tree species include yellow birch, basswood, white ash, 
and a few very large paper birch. The understory is com-
posed of plants indicative of “rich” sites (high nutrient levels, 
good soil structure): plants like wood nettles, maidenhair 
fern, sweet cicely, blue cohosh, and hepatica.

The big island and the lake are also rich with recreational 
opportunities, which, of course, means fishing for musky, 
bass, and northern pikes. Because of the lake’s friendly 
size and clean water, adults and kids often swim the entire 
length of the lake on hot summer days. At night, families 
cruise in their pontoons to dine, watch the sunset, and listen 
to the loons. 

Abrams summed it up nicely. “The partnership we 
entered into with West Wisconsin Land Trust to help pro-
tect the island gave us the ability to maintain ownership, 
provide educational opportunities to the community, and 
preserve a piece of natural history for generations to come.” 
As a result of that stability and stewardship, a rare jewel will 
remain for future families to explore on Little Siss.

Protecting a Rare Jewel, continued from the cover
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	  if you
by Harriet Brown

If you.
If you love. If you

love a place so deep
it’s in your blood.

If your blood sings
with it and the fire

that is always in you
lights itself there. If you

love a place so deeply
it’s inside you, marrow

and bone, cell and cell wall.
If you love a place so well
it’s in the lovely lightness

of your breath—then
what will you do?

Will you live rough
in its ash and maple forest?

Will you reach into
your own pocket for the coin
that will protect it? Will you
walk the city streets, singing

of its greatness, its commonplace
beauty? Will you burn down

the walls that keep it separate?
Will you tell its story to anyone

who asks and to everyone
who doesn’t? What, I ask you,

what will you do to keep it safe?

Harriet Brown is the editor 
of Wisconsin Trails. 

This poem originally appeared in the 
February 2008 issue of Wisconsin Trails.

Peregrine Falcons Filmed
For the second time in less than a year, the National 

Geographic TV and film crew has asked West Wisconsin 
Land Trust for permission to film peregrine falcons on 
Maiden Rock Bluff. 

The first photo shoot was for a documentary film 
called Raptor Force. Falcons were filmed in their native 
environment on the historic bluff overlooking Lake 
Pepin. 

The latest filming on May 31st is part of a docu-
mentary that will be aired on television stations in 2010. 
Crews used a specially-designed 40-foot crane to film 
the falcons in the aerie with their babies, an angle never 
before seen on film. This documentary will include foot-
age from around the world, with the Mississippi River 
segment receiving special attention. Staff from WWLT 
prepared the site for the filming, and provided much-
needed assistance for the team and the falcon specialists.
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E N D  P I E C E S

Four decades ago, the St. Croix 
River was under threat. Then-U.S. 
Senators Walter Mondale (D-Minn.) 
and Gaylord Nelson (D-Wisc.) 
worked hard to get the St. Croix 
River included in the first group of 
eight federally protected rivers. 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
celebrates its 40th anniversary in 
2008. Although the Act still protects 
the free-flowing water of this spectacular river, the St. 
Croix is at risk again, this time from excess nutrients and 
development pressures that negatively affect water quality. 

Walter Mondale was a special guest at the St. Croix 
River Strategy Session held at the St. Croix National 
Scenic Riverway headquarters in May. The McKnight 
Foundation and the St. Croix Valley Community 
Foundation brought together many conservation partners 
that cared about the river for a dialogue on transforming 
current challenges and opportunities into action. 

On behalf of the board and staff, West Wisconsin 
Land Trust Executive Director Rick Gauger presented 
the former U.S. vice president with a framed photo of  

the late Gaylord Nelson, in apprecia-
tion of Mondale’s efforts to protect 
the St. Croix River. The photo, which 
represents Nelson’s last canoe trip 
down the Namekagon in 2003, was 
taken by WWLT board member 
Kathleen Olson. 

The pressure on the St. Croix River 
is tremendous. Mondale believes that 
in order to expand protection efforts 

for the St. Croix River, each generation must make a 
renewed commitment to it. 

You have a unique opportunity to take action right 
now! You can help preserve the St. Croix River and 
its scenic landscapes by making a special gift to West 
Wisconsin Land Trust’s permanent fund, designed 
for the future. Gifts up to $50,000 will be matched 
dollar-for-dollar by the St. Croix Valley Community 
Foundation’s Partners for the Future initiative. 

Your gift is more than a donation–it is an expressed 
desire to shape the future of the St. Croix River Valley 
and create a better tomorrow. 

  
       
       

              
       

  

Guardian of the St. Croix

“Dine Fresh Dine Local,” a special 
one-day culinary celebration of good 
local food, will be held Thursday, 
September 11th in St. Croix River 
Valley restaurants and delis. During 
this event (which is sponsored by the 
Land Stewardship Project’s St. Croix 
Valley Buy Fresh Buy Local chapter), 
Minnesota and Wisconsin restau-
rants and delis along the St. Croix 
River will feature menu items with 
ingredients from Valley growers and 
processors. 

St. Croix Valley residents and visi-
tors who dine in participating restau-
rants on September 11th will enjoy 
fresh, delicious, and healthy veg-
etables, fruits, meats, dairy products, 
honey, and bakery goods produced 
by regional farms and businesses. 
West Wisconsin Land Trust is proud 

to be part of the steering committee 
that guides the St. Croix River Valley 
Buy Fresh Buy Local chapter and its 
campaign. 

For more information on the 
Dine Fresh Dine Local event, visit 
the website at www.dinefreshdine-
local.com or contact LSP’s Dana 
Jackson at (651) 653-0618.

Dine Fresh Dine Local 
September 11th in the St. Croix River Valley

 

Wa ter Monda e 
& R ck Gauger 

Twice as Far
Did you know that many employers 

offer a “matching gift” program as part 
of their employee benefits package? 

You may already have the ability to 
double your donation if your employer 
has a program intended to encourage 
personal philanthropy.

How do you know if your company 
offers this benefit? Ask your human 
resources department. In some cases, 
this benefit extends to spouses and 
retirees.  

Now, your gift may go twice as far!
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Snap a Photo, 
Win a River Float
Grab your camera for the WWLT 
“Summer Shutterbug” contest. We 
are looking for inspiring photos 
that show people of all ages con-
necting with western Wisconsin 
lands, like a child looking at a 
flower, a farmer planting seed, or 
several generations hiking a trail. 
Entries are due August 15, 2008. 
Our staff will review all of the 
entries and select one photo as the 
“best in show.” The winning pho-
tographer will receive a canoe trip 
down the Chippewa River with 
WWLT staff. All of the entries 
will be considered for future publi-
cations. For the contest guidelines, 
go to wwlt.org. 
Happy trails, shutterbugs!

e-newsletterE-NEWSLETTER
Do you want to hear more about West 
Wisconsin Land Trust’s projects and upcoming 
events? Sign up for our e-newsletter online at 
wwlt.org or by calling (715) 235-8850.

$40 Conservator	 $500 Sustainer
$65 Guardian 	 $1,000 Steward
$100 Protector	 $1 Seedling
Seniors: Take $10 off any category!

Already a member? Don’t forget to renew! 

Become a Member of 
West Wisconsin Land Trust 
Join today and help preserve farms and natural areas for generations to come!

©Hagerty, Ryan

Tucked away in northwest Wisconsin, near the village of Stone Lake, is a breathtaking 
lake called Little Sissabagama, affectionately known as “Little Siss.” Roughly translated, 
Sissabagama, a Native American term, means “lake of many bays.”    continued on page 12

Protecting a Rare Jewel
By Rick Gauger


