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Noteworthy

Sabbatical

During the
production

of this news-
letter, West
Wisconsin
Land Trust
Executive
Director
Richard
Gauger was

on a month-
long sabbatical,
participating
in a Southern
Transconti-
nental bike tour
of the United
States. His
newsletter col-
umn will return
in the next
issue.

Welcome New Staff

Outdoor Education Coordinator:
Gretchen Yonko

Gretchen came to West Wisconsin
Land Trust in June 2008, after spending
several years in the mountains out West
where she taught and coached in public
schools. Gretchen worked for Outward
Bound in the summer, and taught snow-
boarding and coached Mites hockey in
winter. Now, happily back in her home
state of Wisconsin, she enjoys more
subdued ventures such as walks around
town, and Friday night mommy/daughter
campouts in the back yard.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Earth Movers:
Water, Weather, and People

November 2, 10 a.m. to noon

Little Ones Play Group:

Winter’s Coming
November 6, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

America Recycles Day
November 11

Little Ones Play Group
December 4, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Winter in the Woods:

Wild Romp
December 6, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Winter in the Woods:
Hibernation, Tracking, and

Ecology
December 30, 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.

For locations and more information,
Please go to our website:

www. wwlt.org

Correction

The Summer 2008 issue of Open Spaces stated on page 12 that Big Island was gifted

to the Little Sissabagama Shoreowners Association in the early 1900s. The correct date
is the early 1990s. We regret the error.
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West Wisconsin Land Trust’s
bioblitz at the Wert Family Nature
Preserve on August 9th was a rous-
ing success. But if you couldn’t attend,
you can still create your own backyard
bioblitz. If you don’t have a backyard,
some outdoor potted plants or a nearby
park will do. Your bioblitz can be done
alone, with family members, or even as
a party event. What a splendid reason
to bring friends together! Now, as the
seasons are changing, is a great time to
get into action.

'The basic reason for a having a
bioblitz is to find out what lives within
or travels through a designated area.
One benefit of living in our part of
Wisconsin is seasonal change. The
birds migrate, some frogs and mam-
mals hibernate, the insects have hatch
events and create galls, snow covers
the landscape in winter, and rains wash
through in the spring. This means that
you can do your bioblitz over and over,
and get a fresh view of the same plot
of land each time.

Select your site and decide what you
want to do. You can spend an hour or a

full 24 hours.

By Gretchen Yonko

You can section off your area into
smaller plots for more precise analysis
or you can be a hands-off observer. I
recommend getting down and dirty,
but that is up to you. Drawing a site
map will be helpful. Make a key. Your
map can include insect mounds, rock
formations, beehives, trees, worms,
flower gardens, terrain changes, snake
holes, critter sightings, nut debris piles,
the picnic table, fungus rings, funky
smells, and anything else you feel, see,
smell, or hear (be careful with “taste”
unless you are sure it is safe).

Creating a survey page will help
standardize your data. Include your
site location (city, state, latitude, and
longitude if you can) and any other
descriptive details that would make
it easy to find your site in the future.
Also include the date, time, tempera-
ture, weather, and the names of people
who helped. In addition, you can create
a species inventory page broken down
by categories such as birds, plants,
insects, mammals, reptiles, amphibians,
and fish (if your site has water). Leave
space under each heading for listing all
that you find. Maybe youd like to write
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species name and notes on each critter,
and create a sketch of each.

Remember, this is your bioblitz.
Depending on how specific you want
to get, you can do this bioblitz infor-
mally with one piece of paper and
a pencil, or you can pull out field
guides, magnifying glasses, bug nets,
measuring sticks, binoculars, micro-
scopes, sling psychrometers, cameras,
or any other tool you can dream up.
Preparation is half the fun, so go wild.

Once you have all your data col-
lected, a scrapbook might be in order.
Some of you may want to start a web
page. If you found something unique
or endangered, you may want to
contact the Department of Natural
Resources or other species databases to
see if sightings are being documented
for study.

No matter what you find, keep me
in mind. I'd like to hear how your
bioblitz went! I hope to see you at a
Land Trust education program. If you
have program ideas, please contact me
at 715-235-8850 ext. 16, or e-mail
gyonko@wwlt.org.
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Meet the Interns

Each summer, West Wisconsin Land Trust hires college students to assist with program
areas such as habitat restoration, land conservation, education, and communications.

Stephen Gauger: Restoration

'The three projects I focused on this summer took place at Maiden Rock Bluff,
Pine Creek, and the Devil’s Punchbowl, properties all owned by West Wisconsin
Land Trust.

At Maiden Rock Bluff, I cut down invasive vegetation, such as box elder
and thistle, from the prairie. The prairie will eventually reclaim the newly
cleared land.

Pine Creek was one of the most exciting projects. I worked with the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources on stream restoration activities
during volunteer work nights. Our restoration efforts included building lunker
structures, scarring the soil, planting erosion-control seed mix, and spreading
straw over the top.

We also began restoring the prairie at the Devil’s Punchbowl, which was
slowly being overtaken by invasive species. The focus was to eliminate invasive
species while preparing the native seedbed for fall planting. The end result will be
a stronger, more diverse prairie ecosystem.

Randle N Restoration is a rewarding activity because it’s a chance to return a piece of
land to its natural state.

Stephen is a sophomore at Northland College in Ashland, Wisconsin. He is pictured
with his supervisor, West Wisconsin Land Trust Stewardship Manager Bill Hogseth.

Sara

Sara Randle: Land Program

I began my Capstone internship at West Wisconsin Land Trust with two
expectations: one for myself to whole-heartedly contribute my skills, and one
for the organization to include me in their preservation efforts by utilizing my
abilities. I learned a lot on professional, educational, and personal levels.

West Wisconsin Land Trust’s preservation work affects today—but it also
connects the past with the future, and most importantly, considers the bigger
picture. The Land Trust’s work vibrates across larger systems, and reminds us that
current trends of development are just one of many factors that will shape this
era’s impact on the biosphere.

On a personal level, my supervisor Rick Remington—who is dedicated,
passionate, and caring, yet amazingly realistic—has inspired me.

I have learned to be intentional with my work. I will make my influence on
> g this earth positive by channeling energy into meaningful and tangible action, and
7 Kadlec o ot by envisioning the possibilities, which will fuel my ambition to continue in the
; ' environmental field.

Sara is a senior at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, and is graduating in
December 2008 with a degree in Geography: Resource Management.

g K

~Jeanna

Jeanna Kadlec: Communications Program

My main assignments included writing, editing, photography, research, cre-
ating promotional materials, and helping to coordinate the Land Trust’s 20th
anniversary event. Over the summer, my supervisor, Jane Tappen, taught me a lot
about fundraising, branding, and West Wisconsin Land Trust’s many marketing
and communications tools.

Jeanna is a junior at Cornell College in Mt. Vernon, lowa, where she is pursuing
a triple major in English, Politics, and Women’s Studlies. Look for two of her articles
in this issue.
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Forty years ago, Charles and Minerva Makela pur-
chased a 34-acre tract of land south of Superior, in Douglas
County. Although most of the area was wet pasture and
marginal farmland at the time, they thought it might have
tuture development potential.

In due time, the Makelas constructed one apartment
building on the driest part of their property, and watched
other development follow on nearby land, bringing with it a
hospital, nursing home, strip mall, and office buildings. This
well-established development complex now stretches to the
Superior International Airport, which years earlier had been
considered “south of town.”

Over time, concern for the area’s wetlands increased.
After the initial waves of development on its south side, the
City of Superior took time to “catch its breath,” and imple-
mented special wetland protection rules to help restore and
preserve the remaining wetlands in the city, such as the one
on the Makela property.

The Makela wetland included four acres of alder thicket,
seasonal open water, and hardwood swamp that was left as
a buffer and a “place for the water to go” as more pavement
was poured on the surrounding landscape.

'The wetland is also identified by the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources as a Priority Wetland
Site of Wisconsins Lake Superior Basin. This identification
allows the wetland complex to receive enhanced protection
from further development.

In addition to serving as a storm-water retention area for
urban runoff, the Makela wetland hosts several rare plant
species, and serves as headwaters to the Pokegema wetlands
of the St. Louis River Estuary.

After her husband passed away in 2004, Minerva began
the process of settling the estate. When Minerva contacted
West Wisconsin Land Trust in November 2007, she had

Classroom
In the
Wetlands

By Jane Anklam

already decided that she wanted to preserve the wetland and
donate the four acres to the Land Trust.

At the same time, the Superior Middle School, which
is adjacent to the Makela property, was dealing with some
wetland issues of its own.

“Though we have an environmental program in place, the
cost of bussing students to public wetland sites was becom-
ing more and more of an issue,” explained Richard Flaherty,
principal of Superior Middle School.

West Wisconsin Land Trust suggested a transfer of the
wetland property to the school. This idea was well received
by Minerva who passed away in March of 2008, shortly
after the transfer took place.

'The Superior Middle School can now conduct wetland
learning within walking distance of the classroom. “Mrs.
Makela’s action came at the right time for our students,”
Flaherty explained. “What better opportunity than to have
the students experience the values of the very wetlands that
serve the school’s runoft waters?”

Wisconsin has lost almost half of its original wetlands,
and studies show that a large portion of what remains is
considerably degraded. Today’s children must be sensitive to
this loss, and learn about environmental stewardship so that
Wisconsin’s wetlands can be restored.

Thanks to the Makelas, Superior schoolchildren have the
opportunity to investigate the diversity of vegetation, soils,
and water found in their own school’s ecosystem.
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Heron Habitat Preserved

By Rick Remington

“Skeow, skeow.” The distinctive call
of a green heron broke the morning
silence just seconds after I shut off the
car. Then, a great blue heron erupted
into flight, followed by a large flock of
ducks. And I thought I wasn’t going
to see anything on that wet, drizzly
morning on the Richey property.

Walter and Paula Richey have
always cherished the scenic views,
solitude, rolling farmland, and diverse
open wetlands of their Polk County
property.

Taking steps to permanently con-
serve their 282-acre property with
West Wisconsin Land Trust was an
easy decision for them to make. When
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adjacent land was subdivided for
lakeshore development, the Richeys
purchased several lots fronting their
property to further preclude lakeshore
development.

Walter and Paula are both retired
attorneys, and understand the favorable
income tax implications of conserva-
tion easement donation. But the decid-
ing factor in choosing to preserve their
corner of the world was keeping the
property intact for their children and
grandchildren.

The property is located in a part of
Polk County that is pockmarked by
small lakes and wetlands, an extension
of similar habitat found in the Western

SPACES

Prairie Pothole region to the south.
Small agricultural fields on the prop-
erty lay amidst a matrix of wetlands
and woodlots, creating ideal habitat for
migrating songbirds, waterfowl, and
other wildlife.

The Richey’s conservation easement
brings West Wisconsin Land Trust
conserved acreage in Polk County to
over 5,000 acres. With ecological assets
ranging from prairies and wetland
potholes to wild lakes and northern
forests, the protection of this county
in the St. Croix Valley is among West
Wisconsin Land Trust’s top priorities.
Thanks to folks like the Richeys, the
legacy of land protection continues.



The
Vanishing
Present

A book review by Edith M. Kadlec

If you read one inspiring book in 2008, it should be the timely and
significant new volume edited by Donald M. Waller and Thomas P.
Rooney, entitled The Vanishing Present: Wisconsins Changing Lands,
Waters, and Wildlife. As 1 read essays from fifty different scientists
about biotic diversity from lichens to lakes, it was like being inside
the neck of an hourglass, with the ability to look backward and for-
ward. Just as an hourglass measures the passage of time, The Vanishing
Present gives the reader an historical understanding of Wisconsin’s
ecology, and the marked transformation it is presently experiencing as
well as future impacts. According to the authors, the book’s purpose is
to help people “glimpse the bigger picture of ecological change” that
is taking place, and “ponder what these changes portend for our state’s
and our children’s future.”

Waller, a professor of botany and environmental studies at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, grew up in the Midwest, and has
spent the last thirty years in Wisconsin. “I'm a botanist,” Waller said
in a recent interview. ‘I spend time staring at the ground and the for-
est floor. One of my favorite trees and a species I'm concerned about
is yellow birch. These beautiful hardwoods were once common in the
canopy of the Northwoods blanketing a third of our state. Now, both
mature yellow birch and seedlings and saplings have become rare. This
decline mirrors declines in many other understory species, and prob-
ably reflects the same cause: overabundant deer.”

Many factors are driving this biotic impoverishment. Logging,
development, deforestation, deer, and intensive recreational use of the
land have all contributed to habitat and native species loss, and the loss
of conservation value in the Northwoods. The book examines the col-
lective losses in the changing plant communities, waters, and animal
communities.

Waller and Rooney first conceived the idea for The Vanishing Present
in 2004, and funding from The National Science Foundation helped
bring it to fruition. Waller said that he and Rooney had a hazy notion
of how the fish, birds, and wetlands had changed. But by assembling
respected colleagues, they drew from a breadth of knowledge, and a
much fuller picture of change emerged. All of the biologists, scientists,
and naturalists who contributed to the book immediately grasped the
importance of communicating the broad impact of Wisconsin’s bio-
logical change.

Unless an historical record exists, how will you know that a plant
ever existed? Wisconsin is fortunate to have a treasury of carefully
archived data, early to mid-19th century, from the General Land
Ofhice Survey that describes original vegetation. In addition to this,
John T. Curtis and his students collected detailed biological data from
the early to mid-20th century. These historic records were among
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